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250-year tradition in shipbuilding. We used a lot of cold-
moulding that Covey Island is known for. The frames and 
deck beams were built of laminated angelique with epoxy, 
the keelson is laminated iroko and angelique, and the cold-
moulded ceiling is of laminated Douglas fir.’ The hull planking 
with angelique is traditional, as is the caulking. The keel 
timbers have been scarfed and bolted together. The sole is all 
iroko, glued with epoxy and bunged. A lot of the afromosia 
and mahogany joinery was salvaged from Bluenose II, and 
ash and black walnut were added. Although new, the deck is 
traditional Douglas fir.

Because of the reverence for Bluenose, the rebuild 
incorporates some special details, such as the fo’c’sle table built 
by Covey Island’s shipwright, Colin O’Toole. ‘We felt the crew’s 
galley table should be built using wood from every province 
and territory,’ says Hutchinson. ‘We sent letters asking if they 
would like to donate a species of wood native to their territory. 
Far northern provinces sent other materials: The Yukon sent 
a gold nugget, Acasta Gneiss rock came from the Northwest 
Territories, and Nunavut sent 10 pieces of granite. 

‘We routered out a hole in the table and put the nugget under 
glass. We also routered out places for the rock and slate along 
the table’s centre to serve as hot plates. We had the Lunenburg 
Shipyard Alliance logo and the name of each province and 
species laser-engraved into the wood. The table was on display 
at Province House, and it was such a hit that when the first 
ministers, our “governors”, met here in 2012 they all came 
to see the table and each head of state signed the underside.’ 
In the traditional manner, when the mainmast was stepped 
the coins from Bluenose II, which included a 1700 Spanish 
doubloon, were placed under the mast. 

No project is without controversy or delays and this one is 

no exception. Hutchinson says the people of Nova Scotia are 
quite aware that the delays were caused by the province’s 
decision to bring the boat into class with the American Bureau 
of Shipping. ‘That decision dictated that all of the drawings 
had to be approved by ABS, and it took much longer than 
anyone estimated. With the sinking of Costa Concordia [the 
cruise ship that capsized off Italy] and HMS Bounty [the tall 
ship lost during Hurricane Sandy], I think most Nova Scotians 
agree that the decision … to have the vessel brought into class 
with ABS was a good one.’ It also added to the cost.

Peter Kinley, CEO of Lunenburg Foundry, says: ‘Doing a 
wooden schooner to ABS standards has given us a whole 
new appreciation for the technologies needed in modern 
construction. It’s been kind of fun – I mean, we have LED 
lights in the bilge! Most of the fasteners are galvanised 
steel and every bolt on the boat had to pass some kind of 
scrutiny.’ Kinley’s general manager, Kevin Feindel, adds: 
‘Despite all of the difficulties we have gone through… 
installing the rudder (heavy steel versus a buoyant wooden 
one in the original) and some of the equipment, I am very 
proud just to be involved.’ 

Wade Croft, co-owner of Snyder’s Shipyard, says: ‘One of 
the challenges has been with the requirements of additional 
fasteners in every frame. Back in the deadwoods, in the stern 
of the boat, some of the bolts were eight to 10 feet long drilled 
through timber 12 inches thick. The planking – that’s stuff we 
know – was a lot heavier material to work with. The guys had 
muscles where they never had muscles before.’

There is renewed excitement in Lunenburg as the town 
awaits the day when Bluenose II sails again, her massive black 
hull and spars appearing like a mirage through the fog that 
often envelops the harbour. It has been an interesting journey.
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The crew’s galley table was built from pieces of native wood 
contributed by every Canadian province and territory
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SPECIFICATIONS

LOA
160' 6" (48.9m)
LWL 
112' (34.1m)
Beam
27' (8.2m)
Draught
16' 6" (5m)
Displacement 
285 tonnes
Engines  
2 x John Deere 6081AM75, 235hp @ 2,100rpm
Speed (max) 
16 knots under sail, 6 knots under power
Range UNDER POWER
1,500nm
Generators 	
1 x 80kW Kohler, 1 x 32kW Kohler

Fuel capacity 
12,000 litres (3,170 US gals)
Fresh water capacity 
5,000 litres (1,320 US gals)
Crew 
23 
Tenders
1 x RIB, 2 x Lunenburg dory
Construction
Laminated frames, traditional carvel planking 
Classification 
ABS
ORIGINAL Builder/Year 
Smith & Rhuland/1963	
REFIT Naval architecture 
Lengkeek Vessel Engineering	  
Interior design 
Lengkeek Vessel Engineering, Shea Marine Services 
Refit/year 
Lunenburg Shipyard Alliance/2013
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